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Forest Planning, the basics… 

 The National Forest Management Act (NFMA) is 
the primary statute governing the administration 
of national forests. 

 

 NFMA requires the assessment  of forest lands 
and the development and implementation of a 
management  plan for each national forest. 

 

 The Forest Plan is the principal document that 
guides the decision making of Forest Service 
managers. 



Forest Planning, the basics… 

 In March, 2012, the Forest 
Service released its final 
planning rule for land 
management planning. 

 

 The Planning Rule 
provides the overall 
framework for individual 
forests to use in 
developing, amending and 
revising land management 
plans. 



Forest Planning, the basics… 

 Forest Plans provide long-range management 
direction such as desired conditions and 
objectives, 

 

 The kinds of uses that are generally suitable for 
various areas of the forest,  

 

 The management guidelines that apply to 
different kinds of activities, and 

 

 The designation of special areas like Research 
Natural Areas or Wilderness. 



Forest Planning, the basics… 

 Forest Plans are 
strategic in nature 
and do not make 
decisions about 
specific projects. 

 

 Specific project 
proposals will be 
analyzed in 
subsequent National 
Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) processes. 



Forest Planning in the  
Pacific Southwest Region 

Three “Early Adopter” 
National Forests under 
the new Planning Rule 
in California: 

Inyo 

Sierra 

Sequoia 



Pacific Southwest Region’s Focus 

Region 5 Ecological Restoration: Leadership Intent 



Pacific Southwest Region’s Focus 

Three paramount 
influences are: 

Climate change and 
shifting hydrologic 
patterns, 

Overly dense 
forests, and 

California’s rapidly 
increasing 
population. 



Pacific Southwest Region’s Focus 

Regional Leadership’s intent is to work across boundaries with 
our partners in the Pacific Southwest Region to:  
 

 Retain and re-establish ecological resilience of the land and; 
 

 Expand the pace and scale of ecological restoration;  
 

 Reach across jurisdictional boundaries to include support 
and coordination for all wildlands in California; 

 

 Using Forest Service State and Private Forestry authorities, 
expand efforts to engage partners and volunteers leveraging 
opportunities and develop closer coordination with other 
agencies, and 

 



Pacific Southwest Region’s Focus 
Provide a broad range of benefits or ecosystem services: 

 

 Delivery of clean water that benefits people, fish and wildlife; 

 Fish, wildlife and plant habitat especially endangered and 
threatened species; 

 Forest resiliency in the face of disturbance processes (e.g. climate 
change); 

 Carbon sequestration; 

 Air quality; 

 Enhancement and maintenance of biodiversity; 

 Outdoor recreation and scenic beauty; 

 Landscapes for health and renewal; 

 Wood product, biomass energy and biomass fuels; 

 Forage; 

 Rural economic health; and green economic activity. 
 



Pacific Southwest Region’s Focus 

 Strengthen existing 
relationships 

 

 Build new 
relationships 

 

 Institutionalize 
shared roles and 
responsibilities across 
jurisdictional 
boundaries 
 



Early Adopter Process: Getting Ready 

Workforce Planning 
 

 Regional Planning 
Team 

 

 Science Synthesis 
 

 Collaboration 
Communication Plans 

 

 Existing Information 



Early Adopter Process: Assessment 
(Assessments completed Sept. 30, 2013) 

Identify 

existing 

info 

External 

participation/

collaboration 
Evaluate 

and 

document 

relevant info External 

participation/

collaboration 
Final 

Assessment 

Report 

*plans 
*monitoring 
*reports 
*studies 
*other 
relevant 
sources 

*tribes 
*government 
*non-
government 
*public 

*tribes 
*government 
*non-
government 
*public 

*15 topic 
areas 
* best 
available 
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information 
& evaluation 



Early Adopter Process: Assessment 
Assessment  content includes 15 topics: 

1. Terrestrial & aquatic ecosystems, and watersheds; 

2. Air, soil, water; 

3. Systems drivers (e.g. ecological processes, disturbance regimes and 
stressors); 

4. Baseline assessment of carbon stocks; 

5. T & E, proposed & candidate species, & potential species of 
conservation concern in the plan area; 

6. Social, cultural, and economic conditions; 

7. Ecosystem services; 

8. Multiple uses; 

9. Recreation; 

10. Renewable & nonrenewable energy and mineral resources; 

11. Infrastructure; 

12. Areas of tribal importance; 

13. Cultural and historic resources and uses; 

14. Land status and ownership, use, and access patterns; and 

15. Existing designated areas within the plan area (e.g. Wilderness , etc.) 

 



Early Adopter Process: Revision 

Three Forest Plans 
 

Revision begins 

October 1, 2013 
 

Draft EIS’s out for public 
review September 30, 
2014 

 

 

 

 

 

Plan Components: 

 

 Need for Change 

 Desired Conditions 

 Alternatives 
Development 

 Analysis 

 Draft EIS 



Early Adopter Process: 
Monitor, Assess, Adapt, and Revise 


