Fuel loading creates increased fire hazard.
But what is the major cause of wildland fire ignitions
in the forests of California (rarely discussed)?

FACT: More fires are started by equipment —
frequently logging equipment — than by natural
causes (lightning)

From 2002 — 2008, in the Sierra Nevada/Cascades
region of Northern California, 34 percent of all
wildland fires were caused by equipment

During the same time period, in the same region
only 5 percent of all wildland fires were caused by
lightning.

Data source: California State Office of the Fire
Marshal, Cal Fire, Resource Agency, Sacramento
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Causes of Wildland Fires in Sierra Nevada 2002-2008
Source: Cal Fire Office of the State Fire Marshal
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Causes of Wildland Fires in Sierra Nevada 2002-2006

SIERRA NEVADA
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2006
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Wildland Fires in California
2001-2008
Caused by Humans vs. Caused by Lightning

CALIFORNIA Wildland Fires*
http://www.nifc.gov/fire_info/lightning_human_fires.html

Human Caused Fires By Acres Burned

Northern | Southern

Year California | California
2008 91,022|454,249

2007 153,154 855,978

2006 146,999 342,864

2005 37,658 61,728,

2004 146,720 84,075

2003 96,415 653,016

2002] 39,560 412,447

2001 114,996 101,240 TOTAL ALL

TOTAL 826,524 2,965,597 3,792,121

Number of Fires Caused by Humans

Northern | Southern
Year California | California
2008 3,407 5,208
2007 3,093 5,140
2006 3,676 3,166
2005 3,010 3,781
2004 3,613 3,845
2003] 3,795 3,929
2002] 3,789 4,060
2001, 1,060 4,099 TOTAL ALL
TOTAL 25,443 33,228 58,671

Lightning Caused Fires By Acres Burned

Northern | Southern

Year California | California
2008 852,133 26,140
2007 55,394 43,614
2006 174,654 24,232
2005 25,417 79,450

2004 3,689 8,333

2003 45,624 4,812

2002] 42,688 15,661

2001, 185,212 135,689 TOTAL ALL
TOTAL 1,384,811 337,931 1,722,742
Number of Fires Caused by Lightning

Northern | Southern
Year California | California

2008 1,400 174

2007 574 291

2006 948 409

2005 186 272

2004 670 323

2003] 966 428

2002 301 179
2001 2,238 832 TOTAL ALL
TOTAL 7,283 2908 10,191
SUMMARY
Number of fires started by lightning: 10,191
Number of fires started by humans: 58,671
Number of acres burned, lightning caused: 1,722,742
Number of acres burned, human caused: 3,792,121

* Source: National Interagency Coordination Center (data collection began in 2001)
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